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Abstract

The strawberry spider mite, Tetranychus turkestani (Ugarov & Nikolski) is one of the
important pests of agricultural crops especially within greenhouses. Biology of Orius
albidipennis (Reuter) feeding on strawberry spider mite at three different temperatures
(20, 25 and 30°C) was studied under laboratory conditions. Preimaginal developmental
time of this predator at 20, 25 and 30°C was 34.54, 16.82 and 11.68 days for females and
31.83, 16.1 and 11.89 days for males, respectively. Preimaginal mortality was 30, 26.12
and 17.25% at the above mentioned temperatures, respectively. Sex ratio (female %) was
46, 50 and 48 % at the above mentioned temperatures, respectively. Adult longevity of
female and male at 25 and 30°C was 26.22 17.6 and 22.43, 13.22 days, respectively.
Total egg production of females at the two above mentioned temperatures was 50 and 39
eggs, respectively. Intrinsic rate of increase of this predator at two respected temperatures
was 0.124 and 0.167 female/ female/ day, respectively. Generation time of O.
albidipennis was 23.59 and 16.37 days, respectively. Our results showed that 30°C is the
most suitable temperature for growth and reproduction of O. albidinnis.
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