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TEMPERATURE INFLUENCE ON THE LIFE CYCLE
AND SEX RATIO OF THE COTTON WHITEFLY’S
PARASITOID

P.Shishehbor (")

Key words: Cotton whitefly, Bemisia tabaci, Parasitoid, Sex
ratio, Optimum temperature

SUMMARY

The effects of fdur constant temperatures (20, 25, 30 and 35°C)
on development, mortality, longevity, fecundity and sex ratio of
Encarsia inaron (Walker) were investigated in the labratory.
Development of preadult ranged from 31.1 at 20°C to 14.2 at 30°C.
Egg to adult mortality ranged from 4% at 30°C to 19% at 35°C.
Mean adult longevity for males was 22, 11.3, 4.2 and 1.6 days and
for females was 30, 17.1, 6.5 and 3.1 at 20, 25, 30 and 35°C,
respectively. Females laid the most number of eggs (166 eggs) at
20°C and the least (9 eggs) at 35°C. The sex ratio was in favour of

females at 20°C (81%) and decreased as temperature increased.
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University, Ahwaz, Iran.



