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The Effects of Socio-Economic Factors in Control of Date Pests and
Diseases in Khuzestan

M. Latifain’, A. R. Ahmadi, and H. Pezhman®

Abstract

The socio-economic factors such as ecological factors have effects on the development of
integrated pest management programs. In this research, the effects of these factors on
control of date pests and diseases and reduction of the injuries among them were studied
in date garden Khuzestan province during 2001 - 2002. The statistical community was
the whole Khuzestan date growers. Sampling was conducted by random cluster sampling
method. Sixty-five date growers were selected. The results showed that land holding, the
ratio of irrigated to total land, the number of fertilized trees to the number of Zrowers,
yield per tree, percentage of yield sold, and crop benefit and ownership of tractor have
negative and significant effects on pests and diseases injuries and positive effects on
growers motivation to pests and diseases control. To obtain non-agricultural employment
factor had redundant and significant effect on pests. Four factors including irrigated to
total land, value of crop benefit, the number of fertilized trees to the number of growers
and non-agricultural employment had the most effective approach on date pests and
diseases control program, respectively.

Keywords: Economic factors, Pests and diseases, Date palm
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