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Fig 2. Rearing cells with date fruits for lab.
rearing of o. afrasiaticus.
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Fig 1. Totally damaged date fruits caused
by o. afrasiaticus.
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BIOLOGY OF OLD WORLD DATE MITE
OLIGONYCHUS AFRASIATICUS (McG.) IN
| KHUZESTAN.

G.R. KADJBAF VALA & K. KAMALI
College of Agriculture, Shahid Chamran Univ. Ahwaz, Iran.

SUMIV!ARY

01d word date mite Oligonychus afrasiaticus (McG.)
(Acari: Tetranychidae) is one of the serious pests of
dates in Khuzestan, Iran. In laboratory studies with
temperatures 30+1, 38+°C, 605% R.H. and 12 hours of"
@rtificial illumination, life cycle of a generation on
unripe date fruits was accomplished within 11,2 and 8.8
days respectively. At the same condition each female pro-
duced 58(1-7/day) and 38(2-5/day) eggs.

0. afrasiaticus was observed to attack severely to
Sorghum spp. It was also collected in rather low numbers
on sugar cane leaves in Ahwaz.

In Lab, conditions (as mentioned above) with temperature
30+1 °C this mite was reared on sugar-cane leaves, Life
cycle of a generation was accomplished within 12,45 days.
Each female produced 34(1-47day) eggs. In natural condi-
tions of Ahwaz 0. afrasiaticus was active from late April
to early November, feeding on dates and producing webbing,
resulted accumulation of dusts on the fruits. Mite popu-
lation increased during late-May as the temperature raised
up. Heavy populations were observed in July, whereas the
populations decreased from August to early Novermber.

In summer, developmental cycle of a genération was accom-
plished within 9.8 days. This mite over-wintered in ‘
rather low numbers as fertile female between fibers of

the trunk and in the soil.



