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INVESTIGATION ON THE MEALYBUGS

(PSEUDOCOCCIDAE) FAUNA OF THE

KHUZESTAN PROVINCE, SOUTHWEST,
IRAN.

GH.A. Asadeh and M.S. Mossadegh
Department of Entomology, College of Agriculture, Shahid Chamran University.

Ahwaz, Iran.

SUMMARY

In a two years faunistic investigation of meaylbugs
in Khuzestan, southwest, Iran during 1989 - 1990, eighet
species of mealybugs were collected from different host
plants. According to their economical Importance, the 8

Importance, species are as follow:

i TN
1- Mipaecoccus viridis (Newstead)
2—- Planococcus citri(Risso)

*
3- Planococcus ficus (Signoret)

These species are polyphagous and important in the
region, but their population density and economical
damage on different host plants is variable. The econo-
mical damage of N. virdis on Morus alba and Citrus Limon.
(L.) Burn, P. citri on Vitis vinifera and other ornamen-
tal plants in greenhouses, and the P. ficus on grape and
fig is high. The other host plants of these three species
of mealybugs are: Citrus Spp., Punica granatum, Tamarix

Sp., Nerium oleander and many other ornamental plants.

% Recenty recoeded from the province.

%% Recenty recorded from Iran.
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The other mealybug species and their plant hosts

are as follow:

%k
4- Peliococcus sp. near talhouk  Matile - Ferrero was

collected with N. viridis on M. alba, 5- Dysmicoccus
boninsis**(Kuwana) on wild letuce(Letuca sp.),
6- Brevennia rehi**(L.) on Sorghum sp., 7- Spilococcus
sp. near alhagii**(Hall) on Ziziphus spina christt,
and 8- Naiacoccus mino¥ Green on Tamorix sp.

It is possible that the two species(Number 4 & 7)
have not been describbed before and are new species.

All the specimens were confirmed by the Department

of Entomogy, British Museum(Natural History) in the U.K.



