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1. Symptoms of red blotch on leaves, petioles, and stem of plum (Prunus domgstica L.).
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Fig.3- Photomicrograph of cross section of dis -

eased leaf, showing nearly mature perithehecia
and fig- shaped almost empty pycnidia within
the spongy parenchyma(Late February 1984).
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AN INVESTIGATION ON THE CHRONOLOGICAL
DEVELOPMENT OF POLYSTIGMA RUBRUM, THE
INCITANT OF RED BLOTCH DISEASE OF
PLUMS IN HAMEDAN, IRAN.

V. Minassian‘I and F.B.slb-AIhav.r.'=|eji2
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SUMMARY

Red blotch disease of plums is widely distributed in
Hamedan. It causes remarkable crop loss in some years. The
causal agent polystigma rubrum(Pres.) St. Amans usually
attacks the leaves. Infections of the petioles and young
shoots of plum, were also observed in our surveys.

This study revealed that the perfect stage of the
fungus was formed in the dead and decaying leaves during
the winter. Chronological development of the perithecia and
ascospored were studied using cross sections of decaying
leaves, and glass slides as spore traps. Perithecial primor-
dia were formed in late December, and by late February well
developed asci and immature ascospores were observed in some
of the perithecia. Ascospore discharge began around mid
spring(mid May), after petal fall and continued, at a fairly
uniform rate, for 4 weeks. Over 90 percent of the ascosporee
were discharged during this period. The incubation period ~
under field conditions was estimated to be 3 weeks in 1985,

and one month in 1991.



