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Fig. 1. Fig leaves showing different levels of injury and

discoloration caused by E.hirsti(from left to right).
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Fig. 2. Healthy fig leaf(left) compared with
fully damaged one(right) caused by E. hirsti
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Table 2. Developmental stages of E. hirsti

in natural condition of Ahwaz/Iran,
Summer 1988.
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condition of Ahwaz/Iran, 1988.
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BIOLOGY OF FIG SPIDER MITE(EOTETRANYCHUS
HIRSTI P. & B.) (ACARI : TETRANYCHIDAE)
IN AHWAZ, 1RAN,

P. Shishehbor & K. Kamali

College of Agriculture University of Shahid Chamran

Ahwaz, Iran

SUMMARY

Fig spider mite (E. Zirsti)is considered to be one
of the most important pest of fig in the fig growing
areas of Iran.It produced 17 -21 generations a year in
Ahwaz, In summer, total life cycle was completed within
9days. At temperatures 25 £1°C 840 +1°Cand at60t 5ZR.H,
total life cycle completed within 8.5 and 6 days res -
pectively. Under the same conditions average number of eggs )
laid per female were 26(9 aday)and 22(7a day) respectively.
Parthenogenesis was also observed. Unmated female laid
less eggs as compared with mated ones, consequently
offsprings wereall male. The orange overwintering females
were found in low density under twig and trunk scales and
in the soil, Fig spider mite reproduced at a high popula -
tion density in Ahwaz. It was active from July to December,

and the peak of population fluctuation was qbserved in late

August.



