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THE ORIGIN OF VIRUSES

by: N. Habili

College of Agriculture, Jundi Shapur University, Ahvaz, Iran.

SUMMARY

Some hypotheses on the origin of viruses have been
advanced recently, due to the development in techniques
of biochemical analysis. The hypothesis that viruses
have originated from primitive forms of life has been
ruled out. Now, it is generally agreed that viruses
are derived from cell components. Each virus group has
a different ancestor, and hence viruses are polyphyletic
in origin. By determining the amino acid sequences of
viral proteins it is possible to understand the degree
of relatedness among different viruses. The technique
of amino acid sequence analvsis may help us in searching

for the ancestor of viruses among cell components.



