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SUDAN-GRASS SHOOT FLY
Atherigona varia INFESTATION IN IRAN

By. K. Kamali , S. H. Hodjat and A. Kashani

College of Agriculture, Jundi Shapur Uni\rersity, Ahwaz, Iran.

SUMMERY

Infestation of sudan grass shoot fly Atnerigona
varia (Meigen) on Sorghum sudanensis is being reported
in Ramin, Iran for the first time. The larvaefeed in
tender stems and young shoots, resulting in withering
of central leaf blade. Damaged stems were rotten at the
base and as a result, infested plants responded to
tillering.

Early in May 1976, about 95% of cultivated sudan
grass was infested with maggots.However, of the
infested plants, only 50% of the shoots were actually
damaged. Following warm weather, damage due to maggots
was overcome by rapid growth of plants. Preliminary
field observations revealed that delay in date of
sowing decreases the rate of damage by this pest.
Further investigations are needed on the life cycle

and control methods of this insect in Iran.



