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IDENTIFICATION OF TOBACCO MOSAIC VIRUS
IN IRANIAN CIGARETTES

N. Habili
College of Agriculture, Shahid Chamran Univ., Ahvaz, Iran

SUMMARY

Tobacco mosaic virus (TMV) was identified in
10 Iranian cigarettes including Zar, Zarrin, Oshno-
Vizheh, Homa, Shiraz, Azadi and Bahman based on
symptomatology, morphology, and serological tests.
Local lesions on Nicotiana glutinosa and Chenopodium
murale, as well as mosaic symptoms on N. tabacum
cv. Xanthi were observed after inoculating with saps
prepared from cigarette matefial. Sap from infected
Xanthi tobacco stored for almost 3 months at room
temperature was still infective. _

A single precipitin line was invariably obtained
in gel double-diffusion plates using an antiserum
against TMV-Ul and sap from infected Xanthi tobacco.
No precipitin line was observed between healthy

tobacco sap and the antiserum.



