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THE INDIAN-MEAL MOTH PLODIA
INTERPUNCTELLA ( HUBNER )

BY: M.S. Mossadegh

College of Agriculture, Jundi Shapur University, Ahvaz, Iran

SUMMARY

The Indian-meal moth Plodiu interpunctella
(Hubner), Lepidoptera, Phycitidae, is cosmopoliten in
distribution althougl: probably a native of the old world
and believed by Rivnay (1962) to have originated in Europe.
In the opinion of Heinrich (1956), However, it originated
in America. The first person to refer to this species as
the Indian-meal moth was Fitch (1856) who found larvae
feeding on maise-meal or '"Indian corn'. The moth is, in
fact Polyphagous and has been found on a variety of
stored products. A list of 83 different Kinds of food on
which it has been reported to feed includs drugs, old
books, fur, dead insects, herbarium specimens, jellies,
flour, yveast, and garden seeds (Richards and Thomson,
19325 .

Infestation by Plodia causes serious losses of
dried fruits, nuts and stored products in different
countries. Larvae of Plodia are Known to cause extensive
injury to the jerm of rice, grain and kernals.

The duration of life cycle from time of laying
eggs to emergence of adult moths is influenced by

temperature, diet and relative humidity. The upper and

9



lower limits of temperature at which development of the
moth occurs are ISOC and 350C, respectively. The life
cycle is significantly shorter at higher temperatures
and also at higher relative humidities for the same
temperature. The number of generations produced annually
varies considerably and depends on climatic conditions.
The number of eggs laid per female depends on
several factors such as size of individuals, temperature

and food available at the larval stage.
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