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PRELIMINARY STUDY OF SAFFLOWER INSECTS AT AHVAZ

By: Karim Kamali

SUMMARY

Safflower insects were collected and identified
during a survey conducted from April 2lst till June 29,
1974 at Ahvaz. Observations during this period indicated

that safflower bud fly Acanthiophilus helianthi Rossi was

potentially a destructive pest in reducing sced yield. The
adult female flies oviposited in inner surface of bracts
puncturing unopened buds . The maggots fed on the florets,
resulted in bud shriveling and sterility. Pupation took
place inside the infested buds. Observations and sweep net
collections of adults A. helianthi have shown activity of
2 generations of flies on safflower. probably there is a
3rd generation on the other host species from Compositae

family such as Centaurea cyanus L. and wild safflower

Carthamus oxyacantha Mb.

The following are some of the most prevalent species
found infesting the leaves of safflower.

(1).Safflower lace bug Stephanitis sp. (Hemipteras;

Tingidae), wich thought to be a new record from Ahvaz.



(2) Beet armyworm larvae Spodoptera exigua (Hb.)

(3) Green peach aphid Myzus persicae (Sulzer).

(4) Black bean aphid Aphis fabae Scopoli.

(5) Leafhopper Empoasca sp.
(6) A Lygaeid bug, species not identified.

(7) Thrips, Haplbthrips sp.collected from leaves and

flower heads. Several species of parasitic Hymenoptera

and predacious insects such as Coccinella septempunctata

L;C. undecimpunctata and aphid lion Chrysopa vulgaris

Schneider were collected throughout the sampling periods

on the safflowers.



